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last century sorely needed leadership. When we
consider its present position, representing as it
does the spirit of redemption and reconciliation in
human life, and yet pathetically ineffective in
this divine and most necessary ministry, we con-
jecture wistfully what might have been accom-
plished by that eager and powerful personality
entirely engaged in its interests. To the end of
his life, Gladstone realised the tremendous
urgency and indispensableness of the work of
the Christian Church. He was an old man when
he wrote to the Duke of Argyll his deep con-
viction that " we politicians are children play-
ing with toys in comparison to that great work
of and for mankind which has to be done and
will yet be done, in restoring belief." It will not
be by the fashioning of organisations that the
world will make progress; these soulless institu-
tions must perish unless they are inhabited by the
breath of life. The Church of Christ still offers
a supreme opportunity for unselfish service, and
in considering his vocation each should give earnest
thought to this solemn and imperative call.

Probably, however, they are right who point
out that the withdrawal of such an inspired per-